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SAVE THE DATE! 

 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER! 

FARMER’S MARKET AND 

TASTE OF  

 ST. MARY’S  

Sunday, September 20th 

9:30 am—1:30 pm 

Parish Raffle, Farmer’s 

Market, Great Food, 

Entertainment, 

 & Scavenger Hunt.  
 

All food servings will cost $1.00 per ticket. 

Featuring garden produce from parishioner’s gardens and 

local farmers. Plus we are accepting all donations of plants, 

canned goods, bakery and more! 

 

Church Parking Lot 
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PLEASE CONTACT US  AT: 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI, 53545

  

  Web site: www.nativitymary.org 

  FAX 758-0720 

Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor                                                               752-7861 

Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach  

Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy  

Kathy Hookham, Coor. of  Religious Education 

Kathy Fisher, Business Manager 

Parish Secretary—Open 

 

 
 
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St.  754-5221 

Steve Castrogiovanni Principal  

Sue Vodak, Secretary 

 
 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

“St. Mary Spires” is a  newsletter of St. Mary Parish,  
Janesville, Wisconsin, published in February, August and   
November.   
 
Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always welcome.  Let 
us know what you’d like to see.   
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Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to another year of Religious Education. We have a nice 

group of catechists ready to share their faith and love of God with your 

children. I am excited to be the new CRE and am looking forward to 

getting to know you and your children during the next year.   

 

Our kindergarten through eighth grade students will start on 

Wednesday, September 9.  Their classes will run from 6 to 7:15 p.m. in 

St. Mary School. They should enter the building through the main, 

lower doors.  The high school and Confirmation students will begin 

their classes on Sunday, September 13. They will meet in the Nativity 

House from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m  

 

Please register your children as soon as possible so I can order the 

appropriate materials and have them ready for the start of classes. 

Registration forms and calendars will be mailed out in August.  If you 

need additional copies, let me know.  

 

I appreciate your support and prayers as we look forward to a great 

year. 

 We are God’s workers, working together. 1 Corinthians 3:9 

 

Peace, 

Kathleen Hookham 
khookham@nativitymary.org 

Religious Education Phone (608) 752-7861  
 

 

mailto:jbier@nativitymary.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNnO9rLA-8YCFciggAodO2sLtg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomogc.org%2Feducation.html&ei=qT22VZnWBsjBggS71q2wCw&bvm=bv.98717601,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEoCukRXhLP6snPEzxoHt59Pw-4m
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Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
 

On the second Wednesday of each month, September to May, all men and 

women in the area are invited to come together for a social event 

highlighted by a potluck at noon, followed by a program at 1 pm.  

Meetings are held in St. John Vianney’s Marian Hall.  There are no 

membership dues; free will offerings are accepted.  The Spirit Club Board 

selects the programs striving to keep them interesting and entertaining.  

Suggestions for future programs are always welcome.  We will enter our 

15th year and ask you to consider joining us in September – we have good 

food and fun! 

 

Following is the list of programs for the 2015-2016 season. 

 

September 9 – Patrick Lynch will present a program on Brother Dutton. 

 

October 14 --   Ev Kealy has arranged for us to meet “Maggie May” – a 

certified therapy dog. 

 

November 11 – Someone from the Hedberg Library will speak to us on 

“Genealogy”. 

 

December 9 – Mike and Dave of The Music Doctors will entertain us. 

 

January 13 – Mark Dwyer, Horticulture Director at Rotary Botanical 

Gardens will be here to tell us more about Janesville’s “Jewel”. 

 

February 10 – Due to Ash Wednesday falling on this date, there will be 

no meeting. 

 

March 9 – “Mother Theresa” is the program, presented by Lindsay 

Becher. 

 

April 13 – Mary Putsch will give us the “History of Mousetraps”. 

 

May 11 – Shelly Slapak will tell us about the City’s Parks & Recreation 

Department 
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Fifteen years ago, I was ordained to the priesthood.  It also seemed like 

yesterday when Bishop Bullock placed his hands on my head and 

anointed my hands.  That night reminds me every day that my life was 

no longer my own.  As St. Paul beautifully said in his letter to the Phi-

lippians, “It is no longer I, but Christ who lives in me.”  Because it is 

no longer “I”, the bishop has sent me to many different places: down-

town Madison, suburban Madison, the countryside, and downtown Ja-

nesville.   

 

Since a priest shares intimately in the life of Christ, so does a priest also 

share in Christ’s mission.  When I came to Nativity of Mary, I was 

pleased to find the parish’s mission statement printed on the front cover 

of the weekly bulletin.  The mission reads:  “Nourished by the Eucha-

rist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we proclaim the Gospel as good 

stewards, sharing God’s love.”  There is a lot to unpack from that one 

sentence.  One theme that stands out is being sent.  Where does that ap-

pear?  Granted, word for word that idea is not spelled out.  But, being 

fed by Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we are commissioned by Christ 

to share our gifts and love in the world.  As good stewards, we are 

called to bring our faith and joy to the parish and community.   

 

Nativity of Mary Parish faces some challenges.  A big challenge that 

our parish and all parishes face is the declining number of people who 

come to worship at Mass on Sundays.  That is discouraging.  However, 

the Church started off with a handful of Apostles.  Jesus commanded 

them to share His life and mission, “Go and make disciples of all na-

tions.”  The Holy Spirit guided and empowered them, and the Church 

grew in holiness and numbers.  That is the place we Catholics must re-

visit.  We must believe that it is no longer “I”, but it is Christ.  We can 

find joy when we embrace Jesus as our treasure.  Then we can be good 

stewards and embrace Him in joy and then desire to share Him with 

others.   
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Knights of Columbus 

Aug. 13  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Sept. 10 KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Sept. 20 Taste of St. Mary’s and Farmers Market 

Sept. 27 Eggs and Pancake Breakfast  

Oct. 8  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Oct. 18  Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 

Nov. 12  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Nov. 15  Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 

Dec. 10  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Dec. 21  Eggs and Pancake Breakfast  

 

The councils have had a very rewarding spring this year. Naturally we 
started our spring with the famous Tootsie Roll. Thanks to our parishioners and 
all Janesville citizens, we were able to collect over $2,600 for our SMILES and 
the Special Education programs at St. Mary’s and St. Patrick’s. During the 
school year our combined councils were very pleased to present ~ 50 bibles to 
the upper grades and First Communion students of our parishes.  

The KC Council 596 / 10363 is also having a busy summer. We had an 
outing to a Snappers game along with the altar servers and welcomed our new 
priest (Father Rob) and purchased and installed a grill at St. Elizabeth’s 
Nursing Home.  

In September the councils will join the rest of St. Mary’s parishioners at 
the Taste of St. Mary’s and Farmers Market. The KC will be grilling brats and 
hot dogs and enjoying the culinary delights of some parish specialties. There 
will also be kids games, raffles and plenty of crafts available to purchase. 
Come join us. In September we will also continue our long tradition of hosting a 
family breakfast between masses on the third Sunday of each month. This is a 
great time to visit with your fellow parishioners either immediately after the 8:30 
AM mass or just before the 10:30 am mass downstairs at the church. Think 
about joining us this fall. Our first breakfast will be the fourth Sunday of 
September (9/27), and our October breakfast will be Oct. 18. At one of these 
breakfasts, we will distribute the money that YOU donated to our charities. 

We look forward to an active fall including Christmas card sales, our 
monthly breakfasts and several activities with the other Janesville councils. 

As school starts in fall, we will continue to work with our churches and our 
schools to help as we can and perhaps encourage learning through some fun 
activities including a poster contest and an essay contest. 

The Knights of Columbus are always looking for new members.  The 
simple requirements are that you are over 18 years old and a practicing 
Catholic gentleman.  We offer camaraderie with your fellow parishioners, we 
service our church, school and community and we offer a GREAT life 
insurance plan to help protect you and your family.  Please consider the KC in 
your church service activities and give us a call. (754-5615) 

    

Greg Kraft 
Grand Knight   
Council 10363   Knights of Columbus 



12 

 
How Can I Keep From Singing 

“My life flows on in endless song... 

How can I keep from singing?” (Lowry, 1826 - 1899) 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom, you teach and 
admonish one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

gratitude in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16) 
 

As the summer months wind down to an end, the Choir Season begins. 
Both the Loft choir and the Sanctuary choir will begin rehearsing for their first 

Masses on September 13
th
. 

 
The Loft Choir, ministers at the 8:30 Sunday liturgy, with multi-part vocal 

music, and the assistance of the Loft Reuter Organ.  Rehearsals are every 
Thursday evening beginning at 7:00 in the Loft.  The Loft Choir’s first 

rehearsal is scheduled for August 27
th

. 
 

The Sanctuary Choir, which ministers at the 10:30 Sunday liturgy, is a choir 
for all ages.  They accompany the Assembly's song with the assistance of 
piano, guitars and other instruments.  The first rehearsal for the Sanctuary 

Choir is August 26
th

 7:00 pm.   
 

We are always looking to add to our roster for the Resurrection Choir.  The 
Resurrection Choir is a group of giving people who are flexible to minister at 

the funerals of the parish. Rehearsals are seldom, however they may sing two 
or even three times a week, depending upon funerals scheduled.  

 
Liturgy is not a spectator sport.  The choirs and cantors are not there to 
perform by themselves, or for themselves, but to lead and support the 
assembly’s “full, conscious, active” participation.  All choirs need new 

members, continuing members, returning members.  The choir is a great 
place to get active, or more active, in your church. 

 
If you have any questions; please do not hesitate to contact Bob Craig, Office 
of Liturgy at 752-7861 or email: Liturgy@nativitymary.org. 
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Sr. Ruth’s Reflection 
 

In the early 1960s, the first step in becoming a Sister was entering the 

postulancy.  After graduating from High School in 1964, I became a 

postulant for the School Sisters of St. Francis (SSSF), located in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  During that year I took courses at Alverno 

College.  In August 1965 I was received into the SSSF Community and 

became a novice. This was the first step in a formation process that 

took ten years to complete.  It included first profession, temporary 

vows, and lastly permanent vows. The SSSF Sisters count years in 

community from the year of a Sister’s reception.  Thus 1965 – 2015 is 

50 years and 2015 is my Golden Jubilee year.    

 

After graduating from Alverno College I was a teacher for four years.  

In the early 1970s the role of Director of Religious Education emerged.  

I began coordinating Rel. Ed. at St. Mary and St. Mark Parishes in 

Kenosha.  Furthering my education I continued as a full time DRE, 

working for almost 30 years in parishes in the Milwaukee Archdiocese.  

As time went on and I got older, I felt the need to change.  After 

training in chaplaincy I began working as a chaplain with the elderly 

Sisters of my community at Campbellsport, WI.  Upon learning that the 

facility was going to close I began looking for another position.  My 

search led me to Janesville and I began working here at St. Mary Parish 

in 2010.  As you can see my life and ministry has evolved over the past 

50 years to where I am today.   

 

I’m honored and grateful to be celebrating my Jubilee while living in 

Janesville and ministering at St. Mary Parish.  I thank you for the cards, 

emails, gifts, and kind words of Congratulations I have received over 

the last few months.  You, the people of Nativity of Mary Parish, have 

been very welcoming, generous, open, and caring towards me.  I’m 

deeply grateful.  Someone I visited recently said “it seems as though 

you have been here all your life.  You belong here.”  I really do feel at 

home and that I belong here.  
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2014-15     

Actuals  

2015-16 

Budget 

General Parish Income:      

  (Envelopes, Offertory, CYO, Gifts, 717,194  763,850 

  Catholic Herald, Interest, Block Party,    

   Building Maintenance)    

School Income: 344,630  373,030 

  (Tuition, Gifts, Fees, Before Care/      

After Care, Endowment Proceeds)    

Faith Formation Income: 6,300    

  (Tuition, Sacramental, Gifts, Pro-
grams)     

Liturgy Income: 5,117    

  Gifts    

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME $1,073,241   $1,136,880  

    

             EXPENSES    

General Parish, Faith Formation, 

Liturgy      

     Salaries & Fringe Benefits 381,936  386,925 

     Administrative Expenses    

     Operation & Maintenance    

     Other Expenses    

      (Catholic Herald, Bank Charges,    

 charity, CYO, DSA, Snow Removal)    

School Expenses 775,965  792,154 

     Salaries & Fringe Benefits    

     Administrative Expenses    

     Operation & Maintenance    

     Instructional Expense    

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE $1,157,902   $1,179,079 

     

TOTAL NET OPERATING INCOME -$84,661  -$42,199 

    

    

          Historical Information    

Total Net Operating Income by year:    

2014-15          -$84,661    

2013-14          -$25,820    

2012-13          -$ 9,831    

2011-12           $  2,726    

2010-11          -$25,044    

2009-10          -$18,785    

2008-09          -$37,150    

2007-08           $ 5,700    
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 Janesville Catholic Women’s Club 
 
The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club, an organization that has 
been in existence since 1921, unites the women from each of the 
four parishes in Janesville.  We encourage our members to take 
time for themselves, make new friends and enrich their spiritual 
lives.  We provide opportunities for spiritual growth and friend-
ship, and work together to enrich our lives of Catholic faith and  
service. 
 
There are no monthly meetings to attend.  Instead, our board  
members provide various activities for women to attend during the 
year.  Some events are social, some include speakers, and others 
are of a religious nature.  Our first event this year is the Fall Social 
to be held at St. Mary’s in September.  Specific information will be 
in the church bulletins. 
 
If you are interested in joining our organization or would like      
further information, call Jan Bier at 752-4387. 

ECHO Needs 
 
Pork & Beans 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Soup & Crackers 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Spaghetti O’s 
Canned Meats 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on  
Labor Day,  

Monday, September 7, 2015. 
 

Deodorant 
Toothbrushes 
Laundry Soap 
Toilet Paper 
Diapers (Sizes 4-6) 
Shampoo 
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Welcome back to school! We are just about ready for the year to begin. 

The school is beginning to look like it is ready for students. A great big 

thank you to Mr. White and his staff for all they do to keep our school 

looking great! We have had a couple staff changes since last year, look 

below to see who is new to the building. 

 

New Staff 

5th Grade: Ms. Cindy Ziegler 

Cindy comes to us from St. Luke School in Plain, WI, where she taught 

2nd grade and technology.  She received her BS in Elementary Educa-

tion from Viterbo University. She recently relocated to Janesville and is 

looking forward to being a part of our learning community. 

Music: Karla Vriezen 

Karla comes to us from the Janesville School district, where she has 

taught Music for the past 25 years. She received her Master’s in Music 

Education from UW Whitewater. She has been teaching elementary 

music at Adams and Roosevelt for the past 4 years and was named the 

PTA Teacher of the Year last year at Roosevelt Elementary. 

 

Dates to Remember 
Aug.23rd h Back to School Picnic (11:30-1:00P.M.) 

Aug.24th First Day of School 

Sep. 7 No School (Labor Day) 

Sep.9th -12th Trees for Tomorrow 

Oct.4th Steeple Chase (12:00-2:00P.M.) 

Oct.10th No School (Catholic education convention) 

Oct 28th -29th Parent teacher conferences (No school on the 29th) 

Oct.30th No school 

Nov. 17st End of 1st trimester 

Nov. 25th -27th No School (Thanksgiving Break)  

                                St. Mary School 
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St. Mary Parish warmly welcomes our newest 
parishioners who registered in 

February – July 2015 
 

COLLINS, Michael  
 

CUNNINGHAM, Jennifer and Dan 
Chase - 9 

Gabrielle - 1 
 

GACKSETTER, John 
 

JENSEN, Karen and Brian 
Hannah – 5 

 
LUSTER, Dennis 
Elizabeth – 17 
Olivia - 13  

 
NIESIELOWSKI, Agnes 

 
SHERMAN, James and Vicki  

Lauren - 15 
Landon -12 

 
ULRICH, Patrick and Kathryne 

Izabel - 8 
Madison - 5 
John - infant 

 
WHYTE, Odean and Theresa 

Cierra - infant 
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We remember the following 
parishioners who have died  

from February 2015  
through July 2015 

 
  
 Clem Sonntag    Brian Hansen 
             February 20, 2015             February 25, 2015 
 
              Marilyn Kersten                 Mary Alice Bier                                             
                  March 4, 2015                                            March 23, 2015                                       
 
              Charla Lictfuss            Virginia Cieslewicz 
               April 12, 2015     April 14, 2015 
 
               John Cloutier                                           Katarina Zavodski 
               April 16, 2015                                                 June 9, 2015 
 
            Raymond Roach                                        Catherine Fieiras 
               June 19, 2015                                                  June 29, 2015 
 
               Norma Weis                                             Mary Helen Glynn 
                July 18, 2015                                                  July 25, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriages 
Stephen Norys & Nancy Pearson 

March 4, 2015 
 

  Dean Suiter & Josey Suiter 
May 17, 2015 

 
             Michael Young & Erin Gretschmann 

             June 6, 2015 
 

            Matthew Hanson & Kathryn Hanus 
              June 13, 2015 
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Baptisms
 

Colton James Dunphy 
Son of Ross & Jordan Dunphy 

February 8, 2015 
 

 Wade Camron Milo Page 
Son of Cecil Franklin & Diane Page 

March 15, 2015 
 

Juan Mario Page 
Son of Juan Guillen & Diane Page 

March 15, 2015 
 

Cierra Karen Whyte 
Daughter of Odean & Theresa Phillips 

June 7, 2015 
 

Eily Gabrielle Kent 
Daughter of Brian & Heidi Kent 

June 20, 2015 
 

Lucy Ann Kent 
Daughter of Brian & Heidi Kent 

June 20, 2015 
 

Christian Thomas Chrostowski 
Son of Kyle & Lindsey Chrostowski 

July 26, 2015 
 

Chase William Cunningham 
Son of Daniel & Jennifer Cunningham 

July 26, 2015 
 

Gabrielle Elizabeth Cunningham 
Daughter of Daniel & Jennifer Cunningham 

July 26, 2015 
 

Nora Elizabeth Perry 
Daughter of Nathan & Sarah Perry 

July 26, 2015 


